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our mission
Alberta Milk partners with industry stakeholders 
to support an effective supply management 
system in a growing, sustainable and market-
focused industry.

Chair’s Message
Source: Tom Kootstra

There has been a lot of talk recently around 
Wexit or the concept of Alberta separating 
from Canada. I feel this is born from the 
age-old concept of western alienation and has 
exploded since the results of the last federal 
election. Those same feelings are also 
refl ecting the dairy industry. 

I’m hearing from more farmers about your 
desire to “get our fair share of the quota” in 
Canada or exit the national dairy system. 
However, now is not the time for our industry 
to falter on our desire to work together. 
Working together is the best asset we have. 
I’ve been learning about dynamics impacting 
our industry for the last many years and I 
know that if you want to go fast, go alone; 
but if you want to go far, go together. This 
theory has proven true time and time again. 

For example, Dairy Innovation West, the new 
concentration facility that will be built here in 
Alberta, would have been impossible to 
accomplish without the support of our Western 
Milk Pool (WMP) partners. We work with 
them intimately to ensure that raw milk in 
western Canada is managed in an effi  cient and 
eff ective way. By doing this, it saves your 
wallet and ensures that consumers don’t 
experience dairy shortages.

On a larger scale, the voice of Quebec and 
Ontario were impactful in the political realm 
when negotiating our most recent trade deal, 
the new NAFTA or also called CUSMA. They 

defended our best interests by protecting our 
entire industry from the possibl e 
dismantlement of supply management. Of 
course we didn’t get off  scot-free, but thanks to 
our friends to the east, things could have been 
a lot worse. Additionally, having no federal 
cabinet ministers in power from Alberta is 
problematic, but I have nothing but confi dence 
that all other provinces that have Liberal 
representation will help carry our messages 
forward. We will look to our MPs to hold the 
Government accountable. 

Do we always get along? No. Is it always 
easy? No. Is it worth it? Absolutely. 
Creating strong relationships with other 
provinces, industry, and processors is what 
helps keep our industry adaptable and strong. 
It’s not a perfect system, but Alberta Milk 
needs to stay committed to working 
cooperatively as I’m confi dent we’ll continue 
to have prosperity in the WMP and the P10.

This is the time that we can illustrate how we 
can understand the complexity of our industry 
and know that we are always better together. 

The fact that we’ll have shovels in the ground 
for a concentration facility in Alberta this 
spring is a testament to that and something we 
should be celebrating going in to this new year.
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AGM and Dairy 
Conference 
Takeaways 
Source: Karlee Conway, Communications Specialist 

Alberta Milk hosted its inaugural event this 
November at the Fantasyland Hotel. There was 
once again, a strong turnout from farmers and 
industry. Couldn’t attend? Here are some 
important takeaways.

Dairy Conference
It’s easy to give and direct people with good 
news, but leadership is giving people bad news 
and making them trust the direction is the right 
thing to do.  – Darby Allen
Darby Allen was the former chief fi re fi ghter 
for the 2016 Fort McMurry fi re. He had the 
audience laughing and crying with his personal 
refl ection of the fi re and how that impacted his 
life as a person and a leader. 

Talk more. Ask more. Do more. – Adelle Stewart 
Talking about mental health can be hard and it 
often even harder with farmers. Adelle 
Stewart, farmer and executive director of the 
Do More Ag Foundation provided tips about 
how farmers need to do more to help those 
suff ering with mental illness. 

With our change in federal leadership, it 
increases the importance for us to work with 
all parties. – Dairy Farmers of Canada
We always did that in the past but it’s even 
more important now as all opposition parties 
are possible allies and we have to leverage 
their support. You are also very important in 
that process as you are on the ground, you are 
meeting your MPs, and you are the best 
ambassadors of our industry. Let your MPs 
know that you are aware of their parties’ 
commitment and you want them to be allies.  

If you don’t have a story, you don’t have a 
brand. – Terry O’Reilly 
The company with the best story wins. If you 
want to truly connect with your customers – 
and potential customers – you must employ 
emotion in your marketing. Most 
communication is just fl at information – aimed 
solely at the head. Yet we make 80 per cent of 
our decisions with our heart.

AGM 
During the AGM portion of the event, a motion 
was approved to have the board examine ag 
mental health to see what can be done to pursue 
it. This issue will be further discussed at the 
Delegate Workshop in February.

To emphasise the importance of grassroots 
governance, we once again hosted roundtable 
discussions with farmers. Each table discussed 
various questions pertaining to the industry to 
provide further direction and feedback for 
governance.

Gerrit Haarman was also elected to the Alberta 
Milk Board, fi lling the board vacancy. 

$13,000 Raised in Memory of 
Dairy Farmer
At the banquet at our dairy conference this year, 
Alberta Milk hosted a charity auction. The auc-
tion was in memory of former board member 
Peiter Ijff . Peiter tragically passed away from a 
heart attack in January. Farmers came together 
and raised $13,000 for the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation.

Thank you to everyone that bid and donated  
items!

The Alberta Milk Board presents the cheque to the Heart and 
Stroke Foundation

Join the Dairy Cost Study
Are you interested in getting a free and 
confi dential business analysis on producing milk 
at your farm? Join the Dairy Cost Study!

Contact Pauline Van Biert at 780-415-2153, 
email pauline.vanbiert@gov.ab.ca or sign up 
electronically at alberta.ca/agriprofi ts-dairy. The 
next study begins January 2020.
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deadlines
quota transfers

Jan. 17 2020, at 
4:30 p.m.

credit transfers

Jan. 23, 2020, at 
4:30 p.m.

aAa® Animal Analysis will help you:

A    Achieve higher Lifetime Production
      =-

1-403-399-6409 | Peter.Frei@aAaWeeks.com | www.aAaWeeks.com

DFC Launches 
National Standard for 
the Production of Milk 
from Grass-fed Cows 
Pilot Project
Source: Dairy Farmers of Canada

In response to a growing demand for grass-fed 
milk products, Dairy Farmers of Canada 
(DFC) has launched the National Standard for 
the Production of Milk from Grass-fed Cows 
pilot project. The results of the pilot will 
inform DFC of any areas for improvement 
including diet, effi  cacy of the biomarker 
testing and other program elements.

The new standard is being launched as a 
one-year pilot project as approved by the DFC 
board in September 2019. During that period, 
farmers who elect to produce milk from 
grass-fed cows using the DFC national 
standard, must adhere to the new standard. For 
those farmers who participate in the program, 
milk biomarkers will be tested at regular 
intervals by a laboratory certifi ed by their 
provincial board. These tests will be completed 
six times per year, working out to 
approximately one test every two months.

More information on the new standard is 
available online at dairyfarmersofcanada.ca. If 
you have any questions, please contact 
grassfedmilk@dfc-plc.ca.

Recognition of Service 
Award Recipient
Source: Karlee Conway, Communications Specialist 

The Recognition of Service Award is presented 
to those individuals that have supported Alberta 
Milk in achieving our mandate, served producers 
or the Alberta dairy industry with a high level of 
passion and conviction and in so doing helped 
support the organization, producers and/or the 
dairy industry to succeed.  

This year’s recipient has demonstrated 
undeniable support and provided major 
contributions to the Alberta dairy industry. 

Ewald Scheetz has worked over the years in 
various roles in the dairy industry - mainly for 
dairy processors and with dairy farmers. He 
began his career with Silverwood Dairies in 
Edmonton working up to become 
the manager. After the plant closed, he became 
a federal dairy inspector and also worked as a 
milk hauler. He eventually became a plant 
supervisor at Palm Dairies. When NADP bought 
Palm Dairies and became Dairyland, he became 
a fi eld man. When he left Dairyland, he became 
a full-time milk hauler and eventually decided to 
truck for other companies such as gravel and 
pipe hauling until he retired. 

Ewald also volunteered for the Western Canadian 
Dairy Congress from 2006 to 2017 – you could 
fi nd him there hosting the volunteer 
lounge. Ewald’s contributions and service to the 
dairy industry can be easily measured by the 
number of people encouraged, taught and 
worked beside. 
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for
sale
Top quality, registered 
Holstein bulls from very 
high-producing dams and 
the most popular sires. 
Phone 403-227-2142. 

Breeding age Holstein 
bulls. VG + EX dams, 
some over 300 BCA. 
Semen tested and 
guaranteed. Phone Heini 
at 403-704-5716 or 
Markus at 403-783-0442. 

Milking Registered 
Heifers and Breeding Age 
Registered Bulls for sale 
all the time. Only top sires 
used. Phone 780-387-
5398 or 780-387-8128. 

Holstein heifers, fresh or 
springing. 
Phone 403-330-9558. 

Breeding age Jersey bulls. 
Dams many generations. 
VG, EX + high LPI. Make 
Holstein heifers easy to 
freshen. Rochester, AB. 
Phone 780-698-2267.  

Breeding age bulls 
available from top 
sires with high LPI and 
production. Tested for 
semen, Leukosis and 
BVD. Also, milking heifers 
and embryo’s available
Phone 403-315-4536. 

Fresh, springing & open 
heifers for sale. 
Phone 403-556-0842. 

Breeding age Holstein 
bulls from dams scored 
VG/EX/ME and sired by 
high ranking sires. Semen 
tested and delivery avail.
Phone 780-689-9576.

Holstein heifer, open, 
springing and fresh, also 
Jersey springing.
Phone 403-330-9558.

Alfalfa 2nd cut, some 
rain, also alfalfa 3rd cut 
dairy quality. Test results 
available. 
Phone 403-330-7090.

Join our Army
Source: Karlee Conway, Communications Specialist

Do you host farm tours?

Are you tired of seeing incorrect information 
in the media about dairy farming? 

Do you want to help defend supply 
management? 

Do you want to do more to stand up for dairy 
farming?

Alberta Milk is launching an Ambassador 
Program. This program consists of a 
mandatory one-day training session to help 
farmers learn more about how to stand up for 
the industry. The session will teach you:

 - How to better articulate what you’re 
trying to say
 - Ways to advocate for the dairy industry 

in your community
 - Tips and tricks of social media 
 - How to infl uence your elected offi  cials  

Other benefi ts: 
 - Connects you with others like you  
 - There are no mandatory hours or check 

ins. This is not a one-size-fi ts-all program. 
You can use it however you please.

Don’t forget!
 - If you represent Alberta Milk at events, 

in the media, government or otherwise, you 
need to have this training. 
 - You need to have access to the internet 

and an email that you check weekly to join.
 - You must sign our Code of Conduct 

agreement.

There is a two-question application form 
available on the Members’ Only page as there 
are limited spots available. For more 
information, contact Karlee Conway at 
kconway@albertamilk.com or 780-577-3305.

Classroom Agriculture 
Program (CAP)- 
Volunteers Needed!
Source: Kelsie Gilks, School and Agriculture Program 
Coordinator

If you have a passion for dairy, or just a passion 
for agriculture, CAP needs you! CAP aims to 
provide students with quality and 
comprehensive agriculture learning experiences 
that lead to a greater understanding and support 
for agriculture in Alberta; but this isn’t possible 
without volunteers. 

What would you do as a CAP 
volunteer? 
Once a classroom is registered, a zone 
coordinator (someone in your area who works 
with the teachers to organize for a presentation) 
will get in touch with you to set up a date. Once 
you’re in the classroom it can be as unique and 
custom to you and your stories as you’d like. 
We ask that you share your experiences but also 
that you share our common message- 
agriculture plays a very important role in the 
lives of Albertans and in the lives of the 
students.

How much time commitment is 
needed and when is it needed?
Presentations occur February through May, 
depending on your schedule as the volunteer. 
Last year, our volunteers reported that they 
dedicated about fi ve hours to their 
presentations, which includes the one-hour 
presentation.
 
We recognize that this does require some time, 
so Alberta Milk off ers per diems for producers 
who sign up as a CAP volunteer and 
successfully complete presentations.

If you have questions about what Alberta Milk 
off ers to volunteers, please contact Kelsie 
Gilks, School and Agriculture Program 
Coordinator (kgilks@albertamilk.com). If you 
would like to register as a volunteer or have 
specifi c questions about CAP, please visit 
classroomagriculture.com or 
email gm@classag.ca.
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for sale
cont’d
Dairy quality alfalfa, 
alfalfa grass mix,and low 
potassium grass hay. All 
hay tested and delivery 
available.
Phone 403-795-8593.

2 GEA milking robots, 
monobox, each comes 
with supply units, and all 
other items needed.
Phone 403-333-5728.

Blue Diamond double 
herringbone parlor. 
Westfalia Milk claws
20 MPC’s. Delpro control 
Unit,  Upright wash sink
Numerous B-transponders. 
Everything was in working 
order on June 11/19
Phone 403-704-5161.

9 year old 1600 litre 
Mueller milk tank c/w water 
cooled refrigerator unit. 
Also, complete robotic 
milksystem lely a3 next 2 
milkstalls complete with 
700 litre buff er tank and 80 
tags. Also, 9 years old + 
lely Juno feed pusher. 
Phone 780-728-6111.

2014 left-handed Delaval 
Classical Robot. Excellent 
condition. Well maintained, 
reason for selling we 
upgraded to newer model. 
Asking $60,000. 
Phone: 204-476-0783.

2008 Westfalia Surge 
Koolway milk bulktank. 
2500 gallon, inlcudes 
coolers and wash system. 
Open to off ers. 
Phone 780-674-8817.

BSM Head locks, 240 
free stalls,as well as more 
for young animals, gates 
& pipe. Blue Diamond/
AlfaLaval Double 8 
Parallel Parlour. 4000 
gallon milk tank. AlfaLaval 
computer feeder with 210 
transponders. 16 Waikato 
milk meters, 46 Holstein 
Canada ear-tags.
Phone 403-783-6130

CDC: Dairy Direct 
Payment Program
Source: Karlee Conway, Communications Specialist 

The objective of the Dairy Direct Payment 
Program is to support dairy producers as a result 
of market access commitments made under 
recent international trade agreements, namely the 
Canada–European Union Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) and the 
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for 
Trans-Pacifi c Partnership (CPTPP).

The federal government announced in August 
2019, that it will make available $1.75 billion 
over eight years to supply-managed cows milk 
producers. The Dairy Direct Payment Program 
will provide payments in 2019-20 of $345 
million to compensate milk producers. 

Registration
Canadian Dairy Commission (CDC) has started 
to process the payments under the Dairy Direct 
Payment Program (DDPP). It can take several 
weeks before the cheques start appearing in 
mailboxes. About 60 per cent of producers are 
registered on the program. 

The registration page is still not working 
properly. However, the CDC has created a form 
that you can mail or fax in. The newest version 
of the form is on the DDPP program website or 
it is also on the Members’ Only page. The latest 
version now includes instructions with the form 
and changed a question that was unclear.  

If you have already submitted the form, you do 
not need to resubmit the registration using the 
new form.

Deadline
The deadline to submit your registration for this 
program is March 31, 2020. If you do not 
register before that, you will not receive your 
funds. 

Roll Out for Upcoming Years
The federal government will continue to work 
with the Dairy Farmers of Canada to determine 
the terms and conditions for future years. 
Nothing has been confi rmed at this time about if 
the payment process will remain the same. 

Don’t forget! This is a CDC program, not an 
Alberta Milk program. Please send all your 
inquiries to the contact information below as 
they are best apt to help you. 

Email: aafc.ddpp-ppdpl.aac@canada.ca  
Call: 1-877-246-4682

Maternity Leave 
Announcement 
Source: Alberta Milk staff 

Alberta Milk and Jodi Flaig are pleased to 
announce that Jodi has started a maternity leave. 
Her baby is due at the end of January and she 
will be away from the offi  ce on leave till 
November 2020. We congratulate Jodi and wish 
her well!

In the meantime, when you have questions or 
would like to follow up on current Alberta Milk 
research projects, new animal health and welfare 
initiatives or upcoming DRECA activities, please 
contact Mike Slomp directly at 780 577-3316 or 
mslomp@albertamilk.com.  
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January 18
January 31
February 20
February 28
March 20
March 31
April 20
April 30
May 20
May 29
June 19
June 30
July 20
July 31
August 20
August 31
September 18
September 30
October 20
October 30
November 20
November 30
December 18
December 31

2020 producer
pay 
schedule

Central Region
Adventure Holsteins Ltd.
Appel Dairies Ltd.
Bierens Dairy Ltd.
Boxrose Farms Ltd.
Buff alorock Farm Ltd.
Cornelis & Margarietha de With
Dale & Cindy Goudy
Daystar Dairy Farm 1999 Inc.
Den Oudsten Dairy Ltd.
Dustin & William Wyntjes
Earnewald Holsteins Ltd.
Edelweiss Dairy Ltd.
G.E.M. Dairies Ltd.
Gull Lake Farm Ltd.
High Field Farm Ltd.
Hutterian Brethren of Britestone
Hutterian Brethren Church of Berry Creek
Hutterian Brethren Church of Craigmyle
Hutterian Brethren Church of Donalda
Hutterian Brethren Church of Erskine
Hutterian Brethren Church of Leedale
Hutterian Brethren Church of
Mountainview
Hutterian Brethren Church of Rainbow
Hutterian Brethren Church of Three Hills
Hutterian Brethren Church of Valleyview
Hutterian Brethren of Byemoor
Hutterian Brethren of Castor
Hutterian Brethren of Neudorf

All of our farms produce quality milk. This 
year, we awarded 159 farms that produced the 
highest quality milk. To be eligible, producers 
had to meet some very strict parameters:

• A bacteria average under 15,000 cells  
 per millilitre 
• An average somatic cell count of   
 200,000 per ml or less
• No inhibitor infractions
• All freezing points must be -0.530 or  
 less

Our provincial milk quality award is awarded 
to the farm with the highest quality milk in 
all of Alberta. Congratulations to Cayley 
Colony for receiving the 2018-19 provincial 
milk quality award. This is the fi fth time they 
have won the award.

North Region
Alieda Farms Ltd.
Alieda Farms Ltd. #2
Allan & John & Brent Child
Andrew Barclay
Arco Farms Ltd.
Baas Dairy Ltd.
Dane's Pride Dairy Ltd.
De Wildt Dairy Ltd. 
Entreprises Lavoie (1999) Inc.
Fernand & Carol-Lynn Pelchat
Frank & Harry & WM. Baars
Glenda M. Mutrie
Greenbelt Dairy Ltd.
Grunwald Farms Inc.

2018-2019 Milk 
Quality Winners
Source: Alberta Milk Staff 

Hutterian Brethren Church of Holt
Hutterian Brethren Church of Pine Haven
Hutterian Brethren Church of Smoky Lake
Hutterian Brethren Church of Viking 
Hutterian Brethren of Twilight
K Ray Farms Ltd.
Ken Fenske
Kozak Holsteins Ltd.
Lakeland College
Marinus & Alja Helmus
Moo-Lait Farms Ltd. 
Pembina Dairy Ltd.
Ridder Farms Ltd.
Riverside Farms Inc. 
Schuurman Dairy Ltd.
Skycrest Holsteins Ltd.
Ter Borgh Dairy Ltd.
Tilma Dairies Ltd.
Timothy Hofstra
Trigon Dairy Ltd.
University of Alberta
Willem & Jenny Ruysch

Chairman Tom Kootstra presents the award.
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Hutterian Brethren of Bluegrass
Hutterian Brethren of Brant
Hutterian Brethren of Clear Lake
Hutterian Brethren of Crystal Spring
Hutterian Brethren of Deerfi eld
Hutterian Brethren of Delco
Hutterian Brethren of Elmspring
Hutterian Brethren of Fairlane
Hutterian Brethren of Greenwood
Hutterian Brethren of Kings Lake
Hutterian Brethren of Lathom
Hutterian Brethren of Mialta
Hutterian Brethren of Milford
Hutterian Brethren of New Rockport
Hutterian Brethren of Newell
Hutterian Brethren of Plainview
Hutterian Brethren of Prairiehome
Hutterian Brethren of River Bend
Hutterian Brethren of River Road
Hutterian Brethren of Rock Lake
Hutterian Brethren of Rockport
Hutterian Brethren of Rosedale
Hutterian Brethren of Roseglen
Hutterian Brethren of Silver Sage
Hutterian Brethren of Standard
Hutterian Brethren of Starbrite
Hutterian Brethren of Sunny Site
Hutterian Brethren of Twin Creek
Hutterian Brethren of Wild Rose
Hutterian Brethren of Willow Creek
Juno Dairy Farm Ltd.
Lloyd Vandenberg Dairy Ltd.
Nifera Holsteins Ltd.
Ostara Holsteins & De Linge Dairy &
Garretsen
P & C Dairy Ltd.
Park Lake Dairy Farms Ltd. & Jan Van Dijk
Sardis Cattle Company Ltd.
Selk Dairy Farms (2003) Ltd.
Slomp Farms Ltd.
South Prairie Farms Ltd.
South Spring Dairy Ltd.
Springside Hutterian Brethren Ltd.
Van Der Kooij Dairy Ltd.
Van Diemen Farm Ltd.
Van Garderen Dairy Ltd.
Vande Munt Dairy Corp.
Will & Rob Rommens Dairies Ltd.

Hutterian Brethren of Whitesand
Johannes & Martha Otten #2
Klooster Farming Corporation
Kramer Dairy Ltd.
K-Vet Holsteins Ltd.
Kwakernaak Dairy Ltd.
Lockhart Dairy Farms Ltd.
Mars Dairy Ltd.
Mosnang Holsteins Ltd.
Nielsen Farms Ltd.
Rien & Gery Meinen
Sietzema Dairy Ltd.
Sunalta Farms Inc.
Ten Brummelhuis Dairy Ltd.
Thornspyc Dairy Ltd. #1
Towle’s Dairy Ltd.
Van Benthem Dairy Ltd.
Van der Gun Dairy Ltd.
Windy Point Farms & 720965 Alberta Ltd.
WM. Wyntjes & Sons Farms Ltd. 

South Region
Acadia Hutterian Brethren Ltd.
Alan & Elaine Oudshoorn
Beyer Dairy Ltd.
Bryon Harbers Farms
Coulee View Texel Ltd.
Favour Holsteins
G & H Vande Bruinhorst Farms Ltd.
GDL Farms Ltd.
Gerlen Dairy Ltd.
Gilbert & Andrelei Grisnich
H & J Leusink Dairy Ltd.
Henk & Sue Van Rhee
Hilltop Dairy Ltd.
Hubert & Wally Rommens
Hummel Holsteins Ltd.
Hutterian Brethren Church of Cayley
Hutterian Brethren Church of Cluny
Hutterian Brethren Church of High River
Hutterian Brethren Church of Hillridge
Hutterian Brethren Church of Keho Lake
Hutterian Brethren Church of Little Bow
Hutterian Brethren Church of New York
Hutterian Brethren Church of Shadow
Ranch
Hutterian Brethren Church of Standoff 
Hutterian Brethren Church of Thompson
Hutterian Brethren Church of West Raley
Hutterian Brethren Church of Winnifred
Hutterian Brethren Church of Wintering
Hills

We are thankful to our 
sponsors who helped 
make our annual event 
such a success.

Corporate
FCC

Banquet
Westgen

Wine and Cheese
Scotia Bank

Platinum 
Agrifoods Cooperative, 
Grant Thornton, 
Surebond Safe Floors, 
BMO, CIBC

Gold
ATB Financial, Chinook 
Dairy Services Ltd.,  
Foothills Creamery Ltd., 
Gaylea Foods/Alberta 
Cheese Company, 
Kubota Canada, 
MNP Ltd., Nutrisource, 
Western Canadian Dairy 
Council

Silver 
Agropur Coooperative, 
TD Canada Trust

Bronze 
Agrai Dairy Mart, Delaval, 
Elite Lithographers, 
Proline Manufacturing, 
RBC, Saputo, 
Shores Jardine LLP 

Dairy Product 
Agropur, Agrifoods, 
Saputo, Gaylea

2019 
Dairy 
Conference 
Sponsors
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Authorized

Dealer

Automation Certified
Service Technicians
Milking Equipment

Manure Handling
Cow Comfort Products

& Supplies

New Dairy Dealer
Central Alberta's

Dairyland Agro Supply Ltd

403-406-7344 | dairylandagro.com
Red Deer | Saskatoon | Regina

wanted
Alberta Prime Beef 
buying all classes of 
Holstein steers and cows. 
Willing to trade Holstein 
heifers for your steers.
Trucking available. 
Picture Butte, AB. Phone
Andy Houweling
     403-308-8700
Brett Houweling
 403-382-7827
Offi  ce 403-732-5644
Fax 403-732-4387

Calf-Tel indoor pens.
Please phone or text 
403-634-8773.

DFC Update
Source: Dairy Farmers of Canada

New Transportation of Animals 
Regulations coming into effect 
in February 2020
The amendments to the Health of Animals 
Regulations Part XII (Transport of Animals) 
come into force on February 20, 2020. Working 
with the provinces, DFC had expressed concerns 
to the offi  ce of the Minister of Agriculture as 
well as the Canadian Food and Inspection 
Agency (CFIA).

CFIA has confi rmed it will implement a 
transition period for the feed, water and rest 
requirements for bovine and other sectors. 
During the fi rst two years, the CFIA will focus 
its enforcement eff orts on compliance promotion 
through education and awareness measures, 
which are part of the CFIA’s continuum of 
enforcement actions.

The amended regulations contain outcome-
based requirements to ensure that animals are 
not likely to suff er (from exhaustion, 
dehydration, weather or other conditions), be 
injured or die. The CFIA has the discretion to 
appropriately enforce these outcome-based 
requirements to prevent and act on animal 
welfare situations.

New research aims to identify 
best practices for 
robotic milking technologies
New research launched in 2018 is investigating 
ways to maximize effi  ciency of robotic milking 
systems and optimize cow health within those 
systems. The project, led by Dr. Trevor DeVries 
of the University of Guelph, is very timely – 
about 11 per cent of farms enrolled in a milk 

recording program in Canada now use robots 
and the adoption of this technology continues to 
increase.

“Considering the number of farms using robotic 
technology and the potential for growth, there 
are still gaps in our knowledge on the best 
strategies farmers can use to address some of 
the challenges we identifi ed in the Dairy 
Research Cluster 2 research,” said Dr. DeVries. 
“This new research will build on those results.”

The researchers will be identifying cow-level 
and herd level factors that infl uence milk 
production, cow health and the effi  ciency of 
robot use in a large-scale sample of dairy farms. 
The information will be used to identify best 
management practices to help farmers using 
robotic systems produce milk more effi  ciently 
and maintain excellent dairy cow health. This 
will include a specifi c focus on health in early 
lactation and feeding practices in robotic barns, 
based on barn design and layout, for all stages 
of lactation. 

This is the fi rst unbiased study of its kind to 
investigate robotic milking technologies on 
farms across all provinces, using data collected 
in collaboration with Lactanet. The research 
team includes top Canadian experts in the fi elds 
of dairy cattle health, farm management and 
nutrition. 

“We look forward to developing some very 
practical independent information for Canadian 
dairy farmers that is science-based and supports 
their application of the technology in the most 
effi  cient way,” concluded DeVries. 

For more information on the project, visit: 
www.dairyresearch.ca.
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proAction® 
- Canadian 
Collaboration
Source: Morgan Hobin, proAction® Coordinator

Dairy Farmers of Canada (DFC) and each of 
the provincial producers’ associations (ie: 
Alberta Milk) are dedicated to delivering 
proAction® across the country. proAction’s 
objectives are developed to align with 
consumer expectations while maintaining 
on-farm practicality.  

The six proAction modules were developed by 
dairy producers for dairy producers from 
across Canada through extensive discussion 
and based on research of the technical and 
working groups. For example, much of the 
Food Safety, Traceability and Biosecurity 
modules are designed to meet Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency’s criteria while the Animal 
Care module has been modelled directly after 
the National Farm Animal Care Council’s 
Code of Practice for the Care and Handling of 
Dairy Cattle. Building proAction by aligning 
with these Canadian standards and 
expectations adds value, rigour and program 
credibility.  

Each individual proAction module is 
supported by the following four main groups 
or committees:  

1. Technical and Working 
Groups
Take part in the design, development and 
testing of each module. Once the module 
becomes part of the validation, these groups 
regularly review producer feedback and staff  
input to ensure ongoing success with the 
module’s implementation and consider any 
necessary modifications. 

2. Provincial Coordinators
Are the provincial staff  (ie: Morgan Hobin 
from Alberta Milk) who administer proAction 
in their respective provinces. Resource 
material, communications and even validators 
are shared amongst provinces. This regular 
interaction and cooperation fosters national 
consistency and efficiency.  

3. The National proAction 
Committee 
Membership is made up of producer 
representatives (ie: Martin Van Diemen from 
Alberta Milk), staff  from each province (ie:
Morgan Hobin and Mike Slomp) and DFC 
national program managers. 

This committee generally meets every second 
month via conference call and is led by 
producers who have the only vote at meetings. 
These conference calls and meetings provide 
an opportunity to share insight into national 
issues and how proAction will move forward 
to meet those challenges.

4. The DFC Board 
This is comprised of producers from each of 
the provinces (ie: Gert Schrijver from Alberta 
Milk) and is responsible for fi nal approvals 
regarding proAction. The feedback you share 
with your provincial coordinator and/or 
producer representatives contributes to 
meaningful discussions with other producers at 
the national level and ensures that on-farm 
expectations remain practical and of value to 
the proAction program.

We acknowledge the support of the Government of Canada and the Government of Alberta through the partnership.

The new club year of the 
local Dairy 4H club has 
started. We welcome 
children age 6 till 21 years 
of age to join! For more 
information contact the 
leaders:

Moos on the Moove  
Westlock Area
Anita Bikker-780-674-6293 
mellowdale@hotmail.com
Rollyview
Leduc area
Heidi de Lange 
780-387-8132 
delange@xplornet.com
Udderly Unique  
Lacombe - Olds area
Joanne vander Linde- 
403-82-1516 
luckyhill97@gmail.com
Green Acres
Lethbridge area
Mike vanden Dool
403-308-7979 
mikevddool@gmail.com

services
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Dairy Production Statistics

Listed below are the Class 5 prices calculated by the 
Canadian Dairy Commission.

Average Milk Prices

Month TPQ $/hL
Nov 2019 85.39
Oct 84.94
Sep 81.99
Aug 80.38
July 79.50
June 79.99
May 80.07
Apr 80.24
Mar 82.72
Feb 82.75
Jan 83.72
Dec 84.36

Producer Pool 
Additions/Deductions

November 2019
Additions

 ($)
Deductions

($)
Audit Adjustment 0.00 0.00

Bulk Tank Callibration 0.00 1,411.00

Discarded 23,126.36    105,133.66

WMP 199,247.46    358,092.16

Interest 14,682.13 109.02
Metering 64,038.36 0.00
Trucking 0.00 2,025.00
Violations 34,782.78 0.00

Average Deductions 
per Kg Total Solids ($0.0059)

Class 5 Prices ($kg) 
January 2020

Milk Class Butterfat Protein Other Solids

Class 5a 6.7699 11.4173 0.3246

Class 5b 6.7699 2.8495 2.8495

Class 5c 5.8640 2.8290 2.8290

Class 5d contract by contract price

Class 4m contract by contract price

Provincial Average Components 
November 2019

Butterfat 4.3206 kg/hl

Protein 3.2834 kg/hl

Other Solids 5.8635 kg/hl

2019-2020 Quota Exchange and 
Credit Transfer Deadlines

Transfer Date Quota Exchange Credit Transfer

Jan. 1, 2020 Dec. 16, 2019 Jan. 24, 2020

Feb. 1, 2020 Jan. 17, 2020 Feb. 21, 2020

Mar. 1, 2020 Feb. 14, 2020 Mar. 24, 2020

Apr. 1, 2020 Mar. 17, 2020 Apr. 23, 2020

May 1, 2020 Apr. 16, 2020 May 22, 2020

June1 , 2020 May 15, 2020 June 23, 2020

July 1, 2020 June 16, 2020 July 24, 2020

Provincial Milk Quality Averages

Month Bacteria 
Average (IBC)

Somatic Cell 
Count (SCC)

Nov 2019 23,287 191,330
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Dairy Production Statistics

Underproduction Credit Transfers

Month Kg Price$/
eligible kg

Nov 2019 102,492.61 $4.89
Oct 129,899.66 $4.49

Sep 108,199.11 $4.06

Aug 145,660.86 $4.83

July 99,748.51 $8.32

June 93,768.83 $9.28

May 93,677.04 $9.34

Apr 102,077.01 $8.88

Mar 81,185.02 $8.41

Feb 86,721.31 $10.05

Jan 102,870.69 $9.89

Dec 87,105.40 $8.46

Quota Exchange
Daily Production Quota

Total Transferred Clearing Price/kg

Jan 2020 14.00 $42,830

Dec 60.00 $41,525

Nov 25.00 $41,225

Oct 26.75 $41,052

Sep 50.00 $41,000

Aug 12.86 $41,850

July 66.00 $42,500

June 35.00 $41,815

May 96.10 $40,100

Apr 135.01 $39,305

Mar 119.97 $39,125

Feb 146.90 $40,040

Quota and Milk Production Summary (BF kg)

Month October November December January February
Status Offi  cial Pre-Pooling Projected Projected Projected

Alberta
Butterfat Production (kg/day) 94,796 94,623 94,327 94,636 94,887
Provincial Quota (kg/day) 105,855 97,916 106,117 86,416 88,794
Producer Quota (kg/day) 93,569 93,569 93,569 93,569 93,569
Producer Quota + Incentive 
Credits (kg/day)

104,134 104,486 93,569 93,569 93,569

Cumulative Position (%) -4.03% -4.33% -5.35% -4.61% -4.09%
Producer Position (Days) -7.97 -8.92 -9.99 -9.71 -9.31

Provincial Position (Days) -13.26 -15,35 -17.60 -18.67 -16.18
Penalty (kg) -131,577 0 0 0 0

Western Milk Pool

Butterfat Production (kg/day) 272,243 272,695 274,399 276,359 276,745
Pool Quota (kg/day) 300,768 278,213 301,512 245,537 252,293
Cumulative Position (%)* -2.52% -2.70% -3.53% -2.56% -1.80%
Penalty (kg) -378,116 0 0 0 0

*The P10 pool's limits on production are +1.25% and -2.00% of the P10 rolling 12-month quota.
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Countryside Dairy Sales 
Dairy cattle & quota 
sales. Bred & springing 
heifers available. Andrew 
403-348-9358 or Harry 
403-783-1274. 

Amber Enviroservices 
provides soil and 
groundwater monitoring 
of liquid manure storage 
lagoons to fulfi ll NRCB 
requirements for leakage 
detection.  Phone 
403-999-2623 or email 
alfredo@amberenviro.
com; 
www.amberenviro.com. 

Alberta Holstein 
Association 
www.albertaholstein.
ca for industry news, 
upcoming events, movies, 
show results and more!

Bricon Safety Grooving 
Ltd. Concrete grooving, 
planning, scarifying. 
Providing traction for a 
safer more productive 
environment. 
Phone 1-800-590-4403 
or 204-981-5057. 

Find out about the Jersey 
Breed on JerseyWest’s 
website at jerseycanada.
com/jerseywest. 
 
Western Canadian 
Classic -Team Alberta. 
This youth show rotates 
amongst the 4 western 
provinces. Phone Lexi 
Wright at 403-862-5600 
or Sue Crest at 780-675-
4643.

Business, succession, 
new entrant assitance 
plans, refi nancing 
proposals and lender 
negotiations. Art 
Lange PAg CAFA, 
14 years experience, 
art@ajlconsulting.ca. 
ajlconsulting.ca
Phone 780-467-6040.

services
cont’d

Alberta Production 
and Quota Update 
Source: Jonathan Ntoni, Policy Analyst

Production 
Daily average production in November was 
2.19 million litres, a decrease of 11,175 litres 
(-1.51 per cent) over October. Provincial 
average butterfat density started on its seasonal 
rise in August and thus rose by 0.33 per cent to 
a dairy-year-peak of 4.3206 kg/hl in November 
from October.

Comparing on an annual basis, there was 
+0.18 per cent growth in volume in the 
12-month period ending November 2019 over 
the 12-month period ending November 2018; 
and +1.09 per cent growth in butterfat 
production for same period. 

Quota
The WMP’s rolling 12-month quota slightly 
increased by 0.96 per cent in October over 
September. Alberta’s daily producer quota 
issuance rate in October 2019 is 93,569 (i.e. 
97.11 per cent) kg/day.

Provincial and Pools’ Quota 
Utilization 
Cumulative Quota Positions (CQP) as at the 
end of October 2019 were as follows: 

The WMP under-produced its monthly CDC 
quota allotment by 884,273 kilograms of 
butterfat in October 2019.
  

MB SK AB BC WMP P5 P10

-4.41 1.07 -4.03 -1.35 -2.52 -1.72 -2.02

Incentive Day Utilization

Month Utilization
(%)

Utilization
Days

# of
Producers

Aug 
2019

28.50 1.14 504

Sep 
2019

30.18 1.20 503

Oct 
2019

30.14 1.36 501

Nov 
2019

TBD TBD TBD

New Entrant Assistance 
Program (NEAP) 
The application period for the 2020 NEAP will 
be open from January 1st to March 31st 2020. 
Please go to albertamilk.com or the Members 
Only page for more details. 

Historic Investment in 
Rural Policing
Source: Alberta Justice and Solicitor General

Alberta is adding more than 500 RCMP 
positions in rural communities across the 
province and  is fostering a new public safety 
partnership with municipalities.

This partnership places priority on adding 
uniformed patrol offi  cers in rural RCMP 
detachments, increasing the total number from 
under 1,600 to about 1,900, and will also add 
members to specialized RCMP units that 
dismantle organized crime and drug traffi  cking 
and investigate auto and scrap metal theft.
This announcement was made at Wassink 
Dairy Ltd near Leduc. 

Please go to alberta.ca for full details.  


