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our mission
“Alberta Milk leads Alberta’s dairy industry. We 
support the effective operation and advocacy 
of the supply management system in a vibrant, 
sustainable and market-focused industry.”

Chairman’s Message
Source: Tom Kootstra, Chairman

If the fi rst few weeks are any indication, 2017 
looks to be a good year. First, I had the 
privilege of joining a dairy-focused tour to 
Australia. In addition to getting a reprieve 
from our Canadian winter, I had the 
opportunity to get a fi rsthand look at the dairy 
industry. While I was not offi cially 
representing Alberta Milk I did learn a lot that 
will greatly assist me in my role as chairman. 
Namely, I gained an even greater appreciation 
for our supply managed system in Canada. 
The stability and predictability that we enjoy 
here is not evident in the farms I visited.

In January, signifi cant progress was made to 
fi nalize the ingredients strategy that was 
developed jointly by producers and processors. 
This is another example of how our industry 
continues to evolve with the changing 
marketplace for the dairy industry. Moving 
forward with  Class 7 and billing ratios will 
support industry investment in processing and 
grow our market. It will also provide a 
framework for better utilization of the milk 
that leaves our farms. Full details will be 
provided during the Spring Producer 
Meetings. 

During the fi rst week of February, Dairy 
Farmers of Canada held its annual policy 
conference and lobby day. We were very 
pleased that the Alberta Milk delegation was 
able to meet with 19 Alberta MPs. Our 
discussions this year focused on 
acknowledging the ongoing support for supply 
management from all parties and a concern 

that we have with pending sugar tax and front-
of-package labelling for food products that are 
high in sodium, sugars, and saturated fat. Our 
message was simple that such changes need to 
be cognizant of unexpected consequences - 
don’t confuse nutrient-rich foods with nutrient-
poor foods. 

The second edition of the Dairy Sector Issues 
booklet developed by DFC was used as a 
resource for the discussions and a copy was left 
with each MP. The booklet includes an overview 
of DFC and supply management and covers a 
number of topics including a snapshot of the 
Canadian dairy’s economic impact, international 
trade, proAction® and details on the nutrition 
and labelling issue noted above. A copy can be 
found on the DFC website and I encourage all 
producers to review it as it is a very good 
resource document.

In support of Canada’s 150th birthday, DFC has 
published a commemorative book – Dairy 
Farmers – Deeply Rooted in a Strong Future.  
The book features a different dairy farm from 
every province showcasing the history of the 
industry over the last 150 years. Copies of the 
book were left with each MP. Each producer will 
receive a copy and it is also available on the 
DFC website. 

I hope the successes we have experienced early 
in this year are a sign of things to come. 
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DRECA Workshop 
Highlights
Source: Jodi Flaig, Industry Development Coordinator
 

Wow, what a turnout! Approximately 260 
people were in att endance for the DRECA 
Managing Production, Performance and 
People workshops  held in Barrhead, Leduc, 
Lacombe and Lethbridge from February 6 
– 10.

Production and Performance 
Mr. Ben Loewith, Manager, Summitholm 
Holsteins 
Ben manages 430 milking cows at Joe Loewith 
and Sons with his father and uncle.  The farm 
has received the CanWest DHI top managed 
farm and maintains a strong focus on 
maximizing production.
  
The farm’s mission statement is “We will meet 
the needs of every cow, every day”, and that 
philosophy drives their protocols and 
employee expectations.

Teach people the importance of the various 
tasks that they do so that they can prioritize. 
Clear communication is key! i.e. notifi cation 
boards for fresh cows and treatments

Antibiotic Use and Resistance 
Dr. Tim McAllister, Research Scientist, 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
Tim’s research focuses on microbiology, 
nutrition and beef production and on food and 
environmental safety issues related to livestock 
production, most recently studies of 
antimicrobial resistance.

Select dosing rates and treatment periods in 
accordance with manufacturers’ 
recommendations. “Cutting” or administering 
a dose lower than recommended will increase 
the likelihood of resistance and increase 
treatment failures.

Awareness of antibiotic resistance is important 
for producers as multi-drug resistant bacteria 
have been able to transfer that resistance to 
previously non-resistant bacteria.

Antibiotic Use on Farm
Dr. Ross Foulston, DVM, Wetaskiwin 
Veterinary 
Ross is a veterinarian at the Wetaskiwin 
Veterinary Hospital, a mixed animal practice 
which he owns.

By not maximizing good management and 
health practices including hygiene, 
vaccinations, environment control, nutrition, 
biosecurity and others, an increased demand 
has been placed on the use of antibiotics. Over 
time, these repetitive practices have 
accelerated the problems we face today with 
increasing rates of bacterial antibiotic 
resistance.

Colostrum– the 4Q’s: Quality, Quantity, given 
Quickly, sQueeky clean.

Early detection, choosing the right antibiotic 
and knowing any possible drug interactions.

Engaging People
Mr. Robert Smith, Plant Manager, Cargill 
Robert is the Plant Manager at the Cargill beef 
patty plant in Spruce Grove, which produces 
all the patties for McDonald’s across Canada. 
The Spruce Grove location is recognized 
for one of the highest levels of employee 
engagement.

Engagement goal is 85% or better on 15 key 
drivers of engagement.

Feedback is gathered from the team (everyone 
- managers, supervisors, staff) on the 15 
drivers of engagement and the results are 
shared with the team in order to discuss areas 
of opportunity. Action plans are put in place 
based on the feedback.

Communication was identifi ed as the most 
common driver of engaging people working on 
Alberta dairy farms by participants.

If you were unable to attend the workshops or 
would like an additional copy of the 
participant manual please contact 
Kim Skolarchuk at, 780-577-3325 or 
kskolarchuk@albertamilk.com.
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deadlines
quota transfers

Mar 17,  at 4:30 p.m.

credit transfers

Mar 24  at 4:30 p.m.

Custom baling and 
wrapping 4x5 and 4x4 
round bales. Available 
in central Alberta from 
Ponoka to Airdrie. Vist 
wrappedbale.ca.
Phone 403-559-4219.

Sept 2017 and proAction 
are arriving fast. Do 
you have your SOP’s 
ready? Let me help! Flat 
rate, farm consultation 
and writing of proAction 
SOP’s. 
Casey Morey; BSc Ag/
Food Bus. Mgmt. at 
780-307-5378 or 
cmorey@ualberta.ca

Reliable relief milking. 
Professional AI service. 
Olds Innisfail, Red Deer 
area. 
Phone or text Pete at 
403-399-6409.

services 

Livestock Care 
Conference
Source: Alberta Farm Animal Care

The rising momentum toward a new era of 
teamwork, success and tackling tough issues in 
livestock care and welfare will take centre 
stage at the Livestock Care Conference, March 
21-22 in Leduc, Alta., hosted by Alberta Farm 
Animal Care (AFAC).

With a theme of “Pushing the envelope,” the 
long-standing conference open to producers, 
industry and others with an interest in farm 
animal care, will delve into the latest progress, 
challenges and opportunities surrounding 
livestock care and welfare issues, with 
presentations by leading speakers highlighting 
an engaging and interactive format.

The conference kicks off March 21 with 
special sessions that includes a “Painful 
Procedures” workshop in the morning, led by 
Dr. David Mellor of Massey University, and a 
“Meet the Experts” session in the afternoon for 
post-secondary students. This is followed by 
the AFAC Annual General Meeting in the early 
evening, followed by a “Talking Posters” 
session featuring presentations from post-
secondary agriculture students.

The main Livestock Care Conference agenda 
on March 22  shifts into a range of hot topics 
presented by some of the top thought leaders 
and drivers of livestock care advancement not 
only in Canada but also globally. A penetrating 
and engaging look at “Animal Welfare in the 
21st Century” is delivered by colorful Harley-
riding philosopher Dr. Bernard Rollin of 
Colorado State University, followed by a 
forward thinking presentation on “Moving 
Beyond the Five Freedoms” by Mellor. A 
unique case-study perspective on “Practical 
Strategies and New Thinking in Swine 
Production,” by Dr. Yolande Seddon of the 
University of Saskatchewan, rounds out the 
morning.

The afternoon starts by changing gears with a 
look into the power of storytelling, with a 
presentation on “Telling Our Stories” by Krista 
Stauffer, a.k.a. “The Farmer’s Wife.” The 
agenda then shifts into the latest advances with 
performance animals, with a “Rodeo 
Showcase” presentation by Dr. Ed Pajor of the 
University of Calgary and Kristina Barnes of 
Calgary Stampede. The day continues with 
insights and ideas from “Mike the Chicken 
Vet” Dr. Mike Petrik and conclude with a fresh 
look at Consumer Attitudes Research by Dr. 
Ellen Goddard, University of Alberta.

Want to register?
Go to afac.ab.ca for more 
information and online 
registraton.
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for
sale
Top quality, registered 
Holstein bulls from very 
high-producing dams and 
the most popular sires. 
Phone 403-227-2142. 

Breeding age Holstein 
bulls. VG + EX dams, 
some over 300 BCA. 
Semen tested and 
guaranteed. Phone Heini 
at 403-704-5716 or 
Markus at 403-783-0442. 

Milking Registered 
Heifers and Breeding Age 
Registered Bulls for sale 
all the time. Only top sires 
used. Phone 780-387-
5398 or 780-387-8128. 

Holstein heifers, fresh or 
springing. 
Phone 403-330-9558. 

Breeding age Jersey bulls. 
Dams many generations. 
VG, EX + high LPI. Make 
Holstein heifers easy to 
freshen. Rochester, AB. 
Phone 780-698-2267.  

Breeding age bulls avail. 
from top sires with high 
LPI and production. Tested 
for semen, Leukosis and 
BVD. Also, milking heifers 
and embryo’s avail. 
Phone 403-315-4536. 

Fresh, springing & open 
heifers for sale. 
Phone 403-556-0842. 

Breeding age Holstein 
bulls from dams scored 
VG/EX/ME and sired by 
high ranking sires. Semen 
tested and delivery avail.
Phone 780-689-9576.

Double 4 herringbone 
parlour, Mueller bulktank 
and artex free stalls.
Phone 403-330-6722.

Used Surge Almo10 hp 
direct drive vacuum pump 
motor. Phone John at 
780-387-4604.

Spring Producer 
Meetings 2017 
Kick off the spring by joining us for our bi-annual 
producer meetings. We will provide updates on 
everything from trade to extension activities. 
Registration is at the door at 9:30 AM and 
meetings will start at 10 AM. There is no fee 
associated with this event. 

Come and chat with your neighbours and catch up 
on changes happening in your industry.

South Region
Tuesday, April 4
Coast Lethbridge Hotel & Conference Centre
526 Mayor Magrath Drive South
Lethbridge, AB

Central Region
Wednesday, April 5 
Black Knight Inn, 2929 50 Avenue
Red Deer, AB

North Region
Thursday, April 6
Barrhead Neighborhood Inn – 6011 49 Street
Barrhead, AB

Friday, April 7
Executive Royal Inn, 8450 Sparrow Drive
Nisku, AB

Smoothie Power 
Update
Source: Jaclyn Chute, Dairy Farmers of Canada

Ten winners were chosen for this contest open to 
teachers using an Alberta Milk nutrition program 
(Power 2 Play, Power4Bones, Power 2B Me or 
Power Up) or nutrition print resource. Smoothie 
Power is offered in partnership with Breakfast 
for Learning, Dietitians of Ca nada and Ever 
Active Schools. Winners received a smoothie kit 
to facilitate a food-based authentic learning 
activity in their classroom. Each kit included one 
blender, one set of measuring cups and spoons, 
one set of smoothie recipe and activity booklets 
and one $50 grocery store gift card. Visit 
albertamilk.com/smoothiepower for more 
information.

Here are some of the stories from some of fall’s 
winners:
Brennan Bell – Crestwood School, Edmonton
“We voted on banana/strawberry with vanilla 
yogurt smoothies. The kids loved them. They 
went well with the other food that was brought 
in for our Christmas party. Thank you once 
again.”

Deb Sellers – Canmore Collegiate High 
School, Canmore
“One of the ways we use the smoothie kit on a 
regular basis is in our breakfast program. We try 
to get a variety of healthy food out to the 
students, and smoothies fi t so well into our 
goals, especially with your extra ideas and 
boosts. 

We are heading into second semester soon and 
I’m sure we will use the tools and information 
you gave us regularly!”

Bebe Vocong – St. Isabella School, Calgary
“Many students took the recipe booklet home to 
make the smoothies with their family. Even after 

the Christmas break this week, one student said 
that he made all the smoothies at home over the 
holidays.”

Courtney Thompson – St. Albert the Great, 
Calgary 
“Today we used our smoothie kit from Alberta 
Milk! I sent home the recipe book with the 
students yesterday and some of them already tried 
out a recipe last night with their parents! 
The kids said, ‘Can we have this as a snack 
everyday?!’”
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Complete robotic milking 
system with 2 operating 
Lely A3 Next robots and 
buffer tank. 
Phone 604-557-6077.

4 year old, “Wildman” bull. 
EX. 92, 2 year old “Mogul” 
bull, G+. 84. 
Phone 403-738-4466. 

Various Germania milking 
equipment parts. Jar and 
jar windows, back fl ush 
valves, inline valves, etc. 
Phone 403-738-4466. 

2 x6 fl ood barn parlour 
with electronic milk 
meters. Also, 1600 gallon 
bulktank with cooling, 
7.5 hp vacuum pump. 
Available for pickup late 
Spring/Summer. Ideal 
starter.
Phone 780-312-0130.

for sale
cont’d

Alberta Prime Beef 
buying all classes of 
Holstein steers and cows. 
Willing to trade Holstein 
heifers for your steers.
Trucking available. 
Picture Butte, Alberta. 
Contact:
Andy Houweling
     403-308-8700
Clint deLeeuw
     403-634-4630
Brad deLeeuw
     403-382-7362
Offi ce 403-732-5644
Fax 403-732-4387

Bull calves up to 500 lbs 
and heifers up to 200 lbs. 
Phone Garret at 
403-380-0124.

200 to 300 gallon 
milktank. 
Phone 403-741-7243. 

wanted

Activists Strike 
Alberta Farm
Source: Karlee Conway, Corporate Communications 
Coordinator

In December, there was a reported case of 
animal rights activities on a farm in southern 
Alberta. The activists posted images of a dead 
Holstein calf on social media stating that 
raising calves away from their mothers was an 
“evil practice”. With a further investigation, it 
was uncovered that the images were not even 
from the alleged dairy farm, rather a nearby 
calf-raising facility. The Alberta SPCA has 
indicated that there is nothing to report and the 
fi le is closed.

Activists will do whatever it takes to smear the 
farming industry. Sadly, dairy farmers need to 
take extra precautions to protect their farms 
from those that’s whole purpose is to discredit 
farming through unethical methods. 

Remember: 
 - It’s illegal for people to come onto your 

property without permission. If you have 
any concerns, post “No Trespassing” signs 
at all entrances of your property.
 - If you see any suspicious activity on your 

property, call the RCMP and register a 
report. This will assist if any future 
incidences may occur. 
 - Alberta Milk has resources to help 

prevent hiring an undercover activist.
 - Share positive images of our farm any 

way you can to dilute the nasty photos out 
there!   

You Want an IPad, 
Don’t You?
Source: Karlee Conway, Corporate Communications 
Coordinator 

What’s better than an IPad? A free IPad.
I will be drawing for a free IPad in April and 
July. All you need to do is provide me with a 
little chunk of information about your farm in 
which I can then share to make sure that 
everyone has a positive and real understanding 
about dairy farmers in our province. It might 
take you 10 minutes and can leave a lasting 
impression on consumers across Alberta.

I’m looking for unique things you’re doing in:
• Welfare/cow comfort
• Technology
• Herd health
• Environment
• Immigrating to Alberta 
• Family stories or succession planning 
• Events
• Anything interesting that you are 
comfortable sharing!

How do you tell me the story?
1. Not a great writer? Just call me and I’ll 
write it all down: 780-577-3305.
2. Like writing? Just write me an email: 
kconway@albertamilk.com,
3. Not a writer or a talker? Well, you better 
dust off your interpretive dance skills.

Thank you to everyone that has already 
submitted excellent stories! Keep them 
coming!
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Dairy Production Statistics

Listed below are the Class 5 prices calculated by the 
Canadian Dairy Commission.

Average Milk Prices

Month TPQ $/hL
Jan 2017 80.31
Dec 79.75
Nov 79.46
Oct 79.58
Sep 79.26
Aug 78.56
July 78.96
June 79.09
May 79.22
Apr 79.35
Mar 79.71
Feb 75.23

Producer Pool 
Additions/Deductions

January 2017

Additions
 ($)

Deductions
($)

Audit Adjustment 0.00 0.00

Bulk Tank Callibration 0.00 2,280.00

Discarded 0.00      41,483.50

PLR 0.00    174,509.82

Interest 11,598.99 223.12

Metering 67,982.48 0.00

Organic 63,623.71 0.00

Trucking 0.00 2,325.00

Violations 36,100.85 0.00

Average Deductions 
per Kg Total Solids ($0.0008)

Class 5 Prices ($kg) 
March 2017

Milk Class Butterfat Protein Other Solids

Class 5a 7.3438 5.9821 0.7510

Class 5b 7.3438 2.4617 2.4617

Class 5c 6.2859 1.9745 1.9745

Class 5d contract by contract price

Class 4m contract by contract price

Provincial Average Components 
January 2017

Butterfat 4.0985 kg/hl

Protein 3.3326 kg/hl

Other Solids 5.7329 kg/hl

2015-16 Quota Exchange and 
Credit Deadlines

Quota Transfer 
Deadline Date

Credit Transfer 
Deadline Date Effective Date

Mar. 17, 2017 Mar. 24, 2017 Apr. 1, 2017

Apr. 18, 2017 Apr. 25, 2017 May 1, 2017

May 17, 2017 May 24, 2017 June 1, 2017

Jun. 16, 2017 Jun. 23, 2017 July 1, 2017

Jul. 17, 2017 Jul. 24, 2017 Aug. 1, 2017

Aug. 17, 2017 Aug. 24, 2017 Sep. 1, 2017

Sep. 18, 2017 Sep. 25, 2017 Oct. 1, 2017

Oct. 17, 2017 Oct. 24, 2017 Nov. 1, 2017

Nov. 16, 2017 Nov. 23, 2017 Dec. 1, 2017

Provincial Milk Quality Averages

Month Bacteria 
Average (IBC)

Somatic Cell 
Count (SCC)

Jan. 2017 22,020 195,875
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Dairy Production Statistics

Underproduction Credit Transfers

Month Kg Price$/
eligible kg

Feb 2017 85,534.99 $7.93

Jan 90,187.89 $8.00

Dec 81,412.53 $7.21

Nov 78,045.37 $7.61

Oct 60,409.23 $8.80

Sept 63,291.48 $10.08

Aug 59,481.67 $9.94

Jul 63,446.02 $9.80

Jun 59,825.00 $9.94

May 77,106.50 $9.49

Apr 70,836.79 $9.22

Mar 91,601.49 $10.43

Feb 90,317.99 $9.62

Quota Exchange
Daily Production Quota

Total Transferred Clearing Price/kg

Mar 2017 77.30 $40,000

Feb 43.95 $40,130

Jan 48.41 $39,000

Dec 295.54 $38,000

Nov 270.45 $38,500

Oct 163.02 $39,500

Sep 173.13 $40,300

Aug 17.15 $40,260

July 119.72 $39,325

June 55.86 $39,030

May 133.50 $38,555

Apr 106.83 $38,550

Mar 93.62 $38,850

Quota and Milk Production Summary (BF kg)

Month December January February March April
Status Offi cial Pre-Pooling Projected Projected Projected

Alberta

Butterfat Production (kg/day) 80,700 81,666 82,167 83,784 84,336
Producer Quota (kg/day) 81,548 81,680 84,242 85,877 85,877
Provincial Quota (kg/day) 89,076 86,190 87,339 86,394 87,122

Producer Position (Days) -5.60 -5.52 -6.12 -6.78 -7.33

Provincial Position (Days) -11.07 -13.07 -14.56 -15.65 -16.48
Cumulative Position (%) -3.29% -3.74% -4.20% -4.43% -4.67%
Penalty (kg) 0 0 0 0 0

Western Milk Pool

Butterfat Production (kg/day) 231,915 235,402 236,237 240,548 241,638
Pool Quota (kg/day) 253,095 244,894 248,160 245,474 247,541
Cumulative Position (%)* -4.21% -4.53% -4.90% -5.04% -5.20%
Penalty (kg) 0 0 0 0 0

*The Western Milk Pool’s (WMP’s) limits on production are +0.50% and -1.50% of the WMP’s rolling 12-month quota.
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Countryside Dairy Sales 
Dairy cattle & quota sales. 
Bred & springing heifers 
available. 
Andrew 403-348-9358 or 
Harry 403-783-1274. 

AMBER 
ENVIROSERVICES 
provides soil and 
groundwater monitoring 
of liquid manure storage 
lagoons to fulfi ll NRCB 
requirements for leakage 
detection. For a free quote 
to collect water samples 
and prepare Indicator 
Report. Phone 403-999-
2623 or email alfredo@
amberenviro.com; 
www.amberenviro.com. 

Alberta Holstein Association 
www.albertaholstein.ca for 
industry news, upcoming 
events, movies, show 
results and more!

Custom Heifer Raising, 
our health and feeding 
programs are giving us 
good results. References 
available. 
Phone Hank Overeem 
403-783-1270. 

Bricon Safety Grooving 
Ltd. Concrete grooving, 
planning, scarifying. 
Providing traction for a 
safer more productive 
environment. 
Phone 1-800-590-4403 or 
204-981-5057. 

Find out about the Jersey 
Breed on JerseyWest’s 
website at jerseycanada.
com/jerseywest. 

Western Canadian Classic 
-Team Alberta. This youth 
show rotates amongst 
the 4 western provinces 
with competitions and fun 
activities for youth age 12-
21. Phone Lexi Wright 
at 403-862-5600 or Sue 
Crest at 780-675-4643.

services
cont’d

 At the January 31, 2017 Board meeting, the 
Alberta Milk Board of Directors issued a 
decision to grant a 2% quota issuance increase 
in March and additional incentive days for the 
2017 calendar year. 

The Board’s decision to issue more quota and 
additional incentive days for 2017 is to help 
provide a strong signal to producers of the 
need to boost production in Alberta to meet the 
strong market demand. Producers are therefore 
encouraged to continue to fi ll their quota and if 
possible, the incentive days in order to help 
serve the market.

As a reminder, producers can gain the benefi ts 
of an incentive day by exceeding their quota 
holdings in the month in which they are issued, 
regardless of their cumulative quota position. 

Automatic
Dipping
and Flushing

call +1 647 849 3426  
visit ADFmilking.com
or find us on

Save time
Reduce mastitis

Increase profits
Improve cow  
throughput
Compatible with  
your milking parlor

™

Come and see the  
ADF system in action 
at the Rosehill Farms open house 
March 16, 11am - 4pm
Directions - West on Highway 12 from 
the Lacombe overpass. Take immediate 
right on to RR271. Go 2km N. Farm on 
west side on hill.

In association with  
Agrai-Dairy Mart Ltd.

Or contact us now to arrange  
a farm visit and find out how  
much you could save

Month-2017 Quota 
Issuance 

Incentive 
Days 

January +1.5% 1 

February +2.0% 2 

March +2.0% 2 

April - 2 

May - 2 

June - 2 

July - 2 

August - 2 

September - 2 

October - 2 

November - 1 

2017 Additional Quota Issuance and Incentive 
Days Announcement 
Source: Jonathan Ntoni, Policy Analyst


